
Chief’s Chat            April 2, 2015 

Dear Piers Islanders, 

I need to begin this note to you all by saying how much we all going to miss Frank Williams. 

 Frank Williams on Piers Island:  a fixed object in a shifting world. 

I can say with certainty that he is very happy with his new family 

in North Saanich and I know they are taking such good care of 

him.  But, he has now officially left Piers Island. For the past 30 

years Frank has been the epitome of volunteerism. I would 

estimate he has logged well over 20,000 hours tending to the 

island and to the needs of many of owners - past and present. A 

good part of that time was spent with the PIVFD.  He joined in 

1984 and stayed on until just recently.  He began when the only 

fire hall was the old fire hall. One of his most favorite past times 

was mounting Old Red. Many of you will remember the original 

farm tractor we had back in those days. (And, for a small fee, you can still see Old Red in Derek Morrison’s back yard.)  In 

acknowledgement of Frank’s contributions to the fire department, I would like to propose to our Trustees that we name 

the old fire hall in his honour. If you agree, please let me know and I’ll take it up with the PIID.   

This past quarter, we had no fires but we did have a close call with a passing kayaker. A thoughtful islander immediately 

called 9-1-1 when she spotted him in trouble. He had been in the water for quite a while but was able to get himself to 

shore. As expected he was very cold and possibly hypothermic.  A rapid response by our First Responders was initiated 

and the kayaker was eventually able to leave the island under his own power. This should stand as a stark reminder of 

how dangerous these cold waters can be any time of the year for all of us and our guests. 

I was recently able to meet with the new Fire Chief of Sidney, Mr. Brett Mikkelsen. He has promised us support and his 

department is happy to continue to help us re-supply our medical oxygen tanks.  It is so helpful for us to have these 

liaisons with our neighbouring departments. 

Speaking of which, North Saanich Fire Department invited us to one of their Live Burns in March. This saw them burn 

down a house on the waterfront in a controlled fashion.  Ten 

members of PIVFD were in attendance and all of us learned so 

much and are so grateful to Chief Gary Wilton for the 

opportunity to participate. 

This past Saturday we had trainers from the Central Saanich 

Fire Department and from the Sidney Fire Department visit us 

on the island to 

provide first rate 

CPR training. 

 

The turnout from 

Piers was impressive:  29 souls took this all important training. We will try 

to repeat the program this summer so that those who were not able to 

attend will have another opportunity. 



I am pleased to announce that we have appointed Pauline Olesen as our very first Risk Management Officer. This is a 

new position required by the Office of the Fire Commissioner.  Pauline will be attending a certified course in Langley this 

spring which will enable her to take on the duties associated with this position. 

Our training continues. We are not hurrying any aspect of it but it does mean that our fire department volunteers need 

to spend a considerable amount of time studying and practicing skills that we might well one day need. So, if you see 

one on them and they are looking a bit bedraggled, be nice - they have been working so very hard.  We also have 3 

newly trained First Responders who shall introduce to you in the next newsletter. Soon they will receive their final 

grades so that their licenses can be issued. And we are so very much looking forward to the return of our seasonal 

members. Summer is the time when we need to have a full complement of fire fighters trained and on hand so their 

return is eagerly anticipated by us all.    

Last but not least, have you seen the Fire Hall lately?  Lynn Pritchett and her crew have done marvels.  The floors were 

all stripped and waxed and the inside recently painted. The kitchen is just a delight to work in and all in all, the place has 

never looked as good. This doesn’t happen by itself; it’s the result of a lot of hard work by a lot of people. 

As for our equipment, our Trustees are considering a very comprehensive Long Term Plan for all the assets or our island 

including the fire department inventory.  As it stands, we will be keeping up the maintenance on the Tender, 4x4 and on 

the Rescue vehicle pending further consideration of the Plan.  

APRIL 15th is the date after which you will need a FIRE PERMIT to burn on your property. Following is a sample permit 

with the Rules and Restrictions.  You cannot burn after this date without a permit in hand. The permit can be refused if 

conditions are not good for burning so be flexible. Presently, our permit giver-outer is not available so I will be issuing 

these until further notice. 

 

Steve Cruise 

 

PIVFD BURN PERMIT REQUIREMENTS & RESTRICTIONS 

Your legal obligations when undertaking an open fire are that YOU should be able to control the fire and 

prevent a wildfire. 

Checking for any prohibition that might cover your area ensures you have consulted with fire professionals who have considered the 

current fire danger and upcoming weather.  Your responsibility also extends to not burning during windy conditions and should 

winds spring up, you need to be able to extinguish your fire. 

A fuel break around the burn area must be constructed and maintained during the burn. It is easy for burning debris to fall out of the 

burning area, and bridge your fuel break.   You must monitor the fire break to ensure that it is not compromised.  You must have an 

adequate fire suppression system at the burn location. What this means depends on the size and location of your burn, but if you 

are within a yard, a connected and charged water hose is sensible.  

You must engage in a “fire watch and patrol”, and have at least one hand tool to prevent the fire from escaping. For backyard 

burning, this can be a shovel or rake that you use to maintain your fuel break and push fallen debris back into the fire zone.  Most 

importantly, put it out before you leave the area. The temptation is to just let the fire die down on itself, to consume the last little 

bits in the fire. People who do this do not understand how quickly a fire can escape.  A break in the clouds can warm the area quickly 

and a bit of wind can whip the fire up and cause it to run. 

Be respectful of the potential of open fires, and ensure that any burning you undertake is safe for you and your neighbors. 



Permit Applicant - _______________________________  Lot #________ Phone #_______________ 

 

Description of fire location:___________________________________________________________ 

 Proposed area is less than 6’ x 3’ x 3’ and there is sufficient clearance from all combustibles 

 Charged hose line is on and in readiness close to the area 

 Shovel and/or rake is present to keep fire break clear and push debris into the designated area 

 I will check the venting index before burning   I will notify PIVFD when the burn takes  place. 

 

X__________________________________________    Date _______________________________ 

I hereby certify that the fire will not be left unattended and will be extinguished when leaving the site. 

 

Permit issued by :_____________________________ Date ____________________________________ 

 

Air quality is legislated by the Ministry of Environment (MOE) and venting indexes are available at 

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/epdpa/venting/venting.html  These forecasts indicate the likelihood of smoke dissipating well, and 

are part of the obligations under the regulatory framework governing air quality. 

The Open Burning Smoke Control Regulation (OBSCR) outlines obligations for smoke emissions from open fire.  For most open 

burning, venting must be “good” for the day of an open burn.  

Piers Island Bylaw 71 includes the following regarding burning on Piers Island: 

- No person shall light, ignite or maintain any fire or permit in the open air without first obtaining a permit from 
the Fire Chief or his designate. 

- Permits are required from April 15th to October 16th but these dates may change by order of the Fire Chief if 
conditions warrant 

- A permit can be withheld or cancelled if the Fire Chief or his designate feel there is a potential hazard to 
persons or property 

- A permit is not required for the burning of domestic waste in an incinerator if a Burn Ban is not in place –  
subject to Sections 1, 2 (4),5 & 6 of Bylaw 71 

- Burning of any type of combustible material greater than 2 cubic meters in size ( eg. A pile 6 feet x 3 feet x 3 
feet) REQUIRES a permit year round. (N. Saanich uses 3x3x3) 

- Regardless of the requirement to obtain a permit, a competent adult must supervise any burning and ensure 
that any equipment necessary for fire control is available.  (charged hose & shovel or rake) 

 

As per the Wildfire Act – no fire may be left unattended – it must be EXTINGUISHED before you leave. 

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/epdpa/venting/venting.html

