
Dear Piers Islanders, 

Pauline and I extend to each and every one of you our best wishes this Holiday Season!  It is a 

time to celebrate, take time with family and friends and to be thankful for all we have.   

We have had a busy year here on Piers Island with training continuing both for our Fire Fighters 

and First Responders.  Everyone has been pitching in to help with the training and certification 

and I am pleased and proud to report that your fire department members have documented 

over 1250 hours of training this year to date.   A big thank you to all of our firefighters and first 

responders for all you do.   

We did have a few medical call outs over the past few months but all patients were quickly 

assessed and transported to a higher level of care. Unfortunately, Deputy Chief Kelly 

Stevenson has now left the island for the winter leaving us without Doc Side Charters for 

emergency transport.  We do have access to the Ambulance Boat operated by the BC 

Ambulance Service and we also a number of islanders who have kindly offered their boats 

in the event of an emergency.  Pruning has been done on the access road on Piers to the 

Government dock to enable our Rescue vehicle better access. 

On November 19th, 2015 Jackie Charlesworth hosted a lovely dinner 

for members of the PIVFD.  As might be expected, the food was 

sensational and the group was so appreciative of the thoughtfulness 

and generosity wonderfully portrayed by our good friend.  

Pauline and I recently attended a 2 day FireSmart workshop in 

Burnaby resulting in each 

of us being certified as 

Local FireSmart 

Representatives (LFR). We 

will be sharing our 

experience with you and 

hope to begin a program of fire prevention and risk reduction this coming 

year.  The Monday morning work crew has already started at the road to the 

water tower;  the effects are dramatic. Reducing the fuel load will reduce the 

risk and extent of any fire and it will save our island from disaster. 

Safety is always a concern of every fire department at this time of year.   This 

year, we would like to remind everyone of how to properly dispose of 

Christmas wrappings. We’ve all seen how they burn so intensely and with great 

flares of colour when we toss them in the fireplace or stove.  Paper doesn’t 

have the same moisture content as wood, so paper burns hotter and faster.   

Add to that the chemicals & pigments used for colouring the wrapping paper 

and you have a very hot & toxic flame that can extend well up the chimney.  

Chimney fires can happen very quickly as the creosote ignites.   So, please 

recycle the wrappings rather burning.  

Merry Christmas everyone! 

Steve Cruise 

Chief PIVFD 


