
Chiefs Chat -  July 2015 

Dear Islanders, 

Well, the big news this time of year is always Forest Fires. We have been extremely 

fortunate these past years but we cannot become complacent. PIA has initiated a 

policy of removing dead fall from the centre of the island and everyone has been urged to do the same 

at their own property and on the lands across from their property.  This will make a significant 

difference if we ever have the misfortune to experience a wildfire.    I urge all islanders to continue 

removing this type of fuel from around your 

homes.   Some examples of what the PIVFD is 

doing: 

 John Little (retired Ministry of Forests 

Officer) recently visited Piers and gave us 

some great tips. He left a copy of his book 

– “Summer  Smoke” that is now in the 

library so please do have a look at that. 

 Chief Steve Barnes (retired) is currently preparing a strategy of how we on Piers can attack a 

centre of the island fire including what equipment and training we will need. 

 PIVFD members will be going door to door Aug. 15-22nd with Emergency Services personnel to 

check for working smoke alarms and to pass out information on FireSmart’ing your property. 

 Representatives from FireSmart Canada will be coming over to Piers this August.  They’ll take a 

look at what we are doing, what we can do better and where we should focus our fire 

prevention efforts.  There is an opportunity for a “Community Champion” to receive training to 

become our FireSafe instructor.  Could you be that person or couple?  

 We are exploring the purchase of a product called THERMOGEL 

http://www.wildfireoptions.com/thermo-gel-products.html as that might prove extremely 

useful in preventing the spread of a wildfire. It is said to give several hours of fireproofing if 

applied to trees, houses, etc.  It is expensive but might prove advantageous for Piers. 

 We are encouraging everyone who owns a golf cart to carry a fire extinguisher on board. At the 

Labour Day pancake breakfast this year, we will have fire extinguishers available for purchase. 

Being vigilant is so very important but equally important is the ability to do something if you 

spot a fire. 

 Our very own Barry Tate has updated the map of the island showing all properties and access 

trails etc. This will be a huge tactical asset for us in any island emergency. 

 Port Alberni Fire Department donated to us 700’ of forestry hose thanks  to Dewayne and 

Elizabeth Parfitt . 

Our training continues and I am pleased to announce that 10 members have successfully completed the 

first two modules and 5 of this same group have also been approved on SCBA and Personal Protective 

Equipment.   Your fire fighters are making great progress in their training. Currently, we are working on 

Ropes and Knots and Ground Ladders. 

http://www.wildfireoptions.com/thermo-gel-products.html


A kind and generous islander has recently made a donation to the fire department which we hope to use 

to purchase some protective jackets for our First Responders.  The jackets will be viral resistant and have 

a  blood borne pathogen barrier.  We’ve had one medical call out since I last reported to you as well as  

one RCMP assist request.  Three more Piers Islanders were successful in completing the courses and 

exams and are now certified and able to join the First Responder team. 

The assistance and support continues from our neighbouring departments. North Saanich is helping with 

our training by way of monthly visits to us by NSFD trainer Dave Charters.   Saanich Fire Department 

outfitted 5 of our members with full turn out 

gear absolutely free of charge.  

 

As many of you know, the Fire Hall now has a centrally monitored alarm system. If you are a library user 

you will know just how much fuel is in that building in books alone!  Fire extinguishers are available in 

the training room/library in the kitchen and at the entrance door.  

In September we will begin our re-vamping of the Pre-Plans. These are written summaries of each 

property showing all the relevant features of that property in case of a fire or medical emergency. Pre-

Plans include such things as:  the location of buildings on the properties, the distance to the nearest 

standpipe for firefighting, whether there is a safe/useable dock on the property, the number of 

residents, any special hazards on the property. Pre-Plans allow Emergency Responders to react quickly, 

safely and more effectively should they need to visit your property.   For example, we can use the plans 

to see what might be the best access to your house for a medical emergency so access by golf cart to the 

front door would be something that would be helpful for us to know.  Hopefully, the Pre-plans will be 

both written and available on a tablet device.  If anyone has a hankering for this type of thing, please let 

me know. It will be a tremendous amount of work to have these plans updated and digitalized.  Our goal 

is to complete these by next spring. 

Thanks for taking the time to read this and here’s wishing us all a safe and fire free summer. 

Steve Cruise 

Chief 

PIVFD 

 

 


