
Chiefs Chat -  
Spring edition - April 15th, 2017 
 
Dear Islanders,      
 
Today is the beginning of the Fire Season on Piers Island.  Our by-laws recognize that the dangers of a 

wildfire increase as the summer drought season approaches thus there is no burning allowed from April 15th until Oct. 
15th, 2017 unless you have a Fire Permit.  Permits can be issued by myself or PIVFD members: Pauline Olesen, Kelly 
Stevenson, Burke Stancill and Garth Irvine.  A copy the permit is attached so that you are aware of the conditions.  If you 
are not in compliance with the Permit or fail to obtain one, you will be asked to extinguish the fire immediately or the 
PIVFD will attend to put it out.    
 
The PIVFD would much rather prevent fires than extinguish them.  The Permit system helps with that process as does 
our Fire Smart program. Last year we made tremendous headway but that was just the beginning. We need to continue 
with the program this spring and summer.  To kick off the new season, PIVFD will be hosting our very own Wildfire 
Prevention Day on May 21st, 2017. Mark your calendar for a great afternoon of information, landscaping ideas with 
master Gardener Brent Schorr and door prizes for everyone who attends! We hope Islanders will continue towards 
making Piers a Fire Smart Community.  If you would like a head-start on Fire Smarting your property, just call myself or 
Pauline. We can visit and prepare an Assessment for you. A grant from the Union of BC Municipalities last year allowed 
us to run the Big Chipper Weekends, which was a huge success.  If we work together we might be able to do it again.  
Another reason to come attend our Wildfire Prevention Day on May 21st!  
 

The Apron initiative at the new Fire Hall is 
progressing with pricing for different options 
being organized by our Trustees. The hope is 
to present the plan and the costing to all Piers 
Islanders at the AGM this summer.   There was 
a recent poll was based on using paver stones, 
however Trustees will present all surface 
options to Islanders.  There was minimal 
polling participation by Islanders. 

 
The Apron Project Poll Results were: 
Opposed to Apron Project - 5 
In Favour - 17 
Opposed to Personalized Pavers - 8 
In Favour - 14 
Total Pledges to date - 29 bricks @ $200 each - $5800 
Plus an additional pledge- no bricks required & if bricks could be bought now and used incorporated later. 
 
The key word in the PIVFD acronym is: “Volunteer”.  If you are interested in becoming a fire fighter or if you are a past 
member who would like to upgrade your skills, please let Deputy Chief Kelly Stevenson or myself know.  If more of us 
acquire the knowledge and training offered by the PIVFD, we would be a stronger, safer and self reliant community; 
please consider joining us. 
 
And did you know that we currently have five previous PIVFD Chiefs still owners on Piers? Each of them served with 
great personal sacrifice for many years to make Piers a better place. They are:  Bob Clarke, Ken Gibbard, Steve Gawne, 
Steve Barnes and Brian Wheeler.  From all of us, thank you for your contributions. 
 

Kind regards, 

Chief Steve Cruise 


