
Chief’s Chat for October 1st 2014 

Well, I hardly know where to begin as it has been quite a month!  Thankfully, we had no call outs for 

emergencies this month although we did have a call to assist the RCMP for a “wellness check” of an 

islander which was quickly handled and resolved.   

 First and foremost, a huge thanks to all islanders for being so fire smart this summer. We had no fire 

events in the most dangerous time of the year solely due to your efforts and your co-operation.  Second 

of all, thanks to everyone for your ongoing support. I am new to the role of being the Fire Chief of our 

island so I ask your indulgence as I will make mistakes.  The Trustees have shown their faith in me by this 

appointment; I’ll do my best not to let you down. 

We have a real need for SCBA (self contained breathing apparatus) for our 

front line firefighters. While we could ask for a tax increase to acquire this 

equipment, I am hopeful that our community can come together to achieve 

our goal of $20,000 to purchase 4 used sets.  A very generous islander has 

committed a matching donation $1 for each dollar we fundraise up to a 

maximum of $10,000.  So far we have raised a portion of this but we have 

some ways to go.  Our deadline is Dec. 1st. So, if you are able and willing to 

contribute to the SCBA fund, please contact Brenda Allen 

(Finance@piersisland.ca).  You will receive a tax credit from the PIID.   

Our volunteer force continues to re-build. This month we have two new 

members! Thanks to Vicki M and Libby K for joining. Our practices are weekly 

and the schedule can be seen on the new web site (www.piersisland.ca). Just 

click on the Fire Department tab for helpful hints on fire prevention and to 

view the practice schedule and fire hazard rating etc.  

The physical assets (and attributes) of the PIVFD are considerable, however 

they all need maintenance and repair.  If you have happened past the fire hall lately, you can’t help but 

notice how the exterior is shaping up with re-grading of the gravel areas, with re-grooming of the 

planted areas and with the preparation of an area for a picnic table and/or benches at the front 

entrance.  On the inside, the kitchen has been transformed with new pulls and with a vigorous 

scrubbing.  All of this work was done by unpaid volunteers in our community.  If you can help out with 

the fire hall building maintenance, just let me know and I’ll put you in touch with our team. 

The fire equipment assets are also in need of maintenance and repair. Sidney Tire came over in 

September and completed a full inventory and inspection of all the tires on all of our vehicles at a 

nominal cost. They are a wonderful local business who would benefit from your support if ever you need 

tires or general maintenance on your vehicles.  P&R Trucking also came to the island to inspect and 

certify all the vehicles for road worthiness. Happily, all passed without any problems, so we are in good 

shape for the near future. 

The 21st annual pancake breakfast held on August 30th was a great success with over $800 raised for the 

firefighters fund.  Again, the efforts of over a dozen volunteers made this possible.   
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On September 27th, the North Saanich Fire 

Department under the guiding hand of Chief 

Gary Wilton arrived on Piers for a joint 

practice.  We now have a protocol or 

standard operating guideline (SOG) for paging 

out NSFD for assistance if we have a 

structural fire.  They will dispatch a trained 

and fully equipped crew of 5 firefighters to 

our island.  Again, Docside Charters proved 

invaluable in the transportation of these fine 

young people to our island.   

Your Piers Island fire department also 

participated in a “table top” exercise with the 

folks from the Emergency Services September 

13th on how we would help and how we might 

prepare for an extended power outage on the 

island.  Many good and practical ideas were generated. This session was very ably led by our very own 

Francis Glover assisted by her team of co-ordinators and members. Again, volunteers all. 

So, can you see a theme developing here?  Yes, it is that the spirit of volunteerism is alive and well on 

Piers Island. We in the fire department could not survive without you in the community helping us and 

being there to support us.  We hope the day never comes when we are asked to repay the favour but if 

that day comes, we will be ready, willing and able to come to help you.  

That is my report to you for September. If there is an appetite for me to continue this on a regular basis, 

just let me know. Otherwise, I’ll post an update each month on the website for those who have a 

hankering for fire department news. 

And one lucky Piers Islander can win a PIVFD tee shirt by being the first to identify each of the PIVFD 

members shown in the group photo above!  If you haven’t read this far, you cannot be our winner! 
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