[image: image1.png]



On behalf of Pauline, myself and the entire Piers Island Volunteer Fire Department - we would like wish each and every one of you a very Merry Christmas!
It has been a good year for your Fire Department; we’ve had a great response from our membership attending practices and completing the training necessary to be confident and competent fire fighters and medical first responders. A big thank you to all those who volunteer with the PIVFD.

The Pavers have now been placed at the Hall and what a fine job it was by Alliston Stoneworks and thanks to Joan & Gary Cunningham for redesigning and planting the expanded garden area. If you would like to see the rest of the apron completed, please let the Trustees know by emailing the PIID Secretary. 

The Chipper has just arrived on island and will be ready for operation very soon, but before we can begin using it for our FireSmarting activities, we need to train our operators.  We are hoping to have all the Tractor Operators certified to run the Chipper but more on this and how to book it will follow early in the New Year.  Please don’t dump your forest waste or yard clippings over the bank into the ocean. Our new chipper can make fast work of branches and limbs up to 5” in diameter.

With the Holiday Season now here it would behove us to remind everyone about what we can do if we have a fire in our home. Most – when asked how long they have to get out of a burning house – would answer 5 or 10 minutes.  In fact, you have less than 3 minutes. Most of us underestimate the speed and power of fire and smoke.  Thirty years ago, the escape time was 17 minutes but today’s homes burn much faster because of new synthetic building materials and furnishings. If anyone is interested in seeing a short video, please watch this clip; it is quite dramatic.  The purpose of relating this to you is to empathize that you need AN ESCAPE PLAN.  Yes, if the fire is small and you have an extinguisher nearby and are trained on how to use it effectively, you can try to extinguish it yourself but fires double in size every minute; your priority needs to be surviving the fire, not putting it out. At this time of year be mindful of how you dispose of Xmas wrappings– these burn with great intensity when tossed in a fireplace or stove.  Moisture content is an important factor in burning; this is obvious in wood but in paper there is much less moisture content thus paper burns hotter and faster.  Add to that the pigments colouring your Christmas wrappings and you have a very hot flame which can extend well up your chimney. A fire in your chimney can result as the creosote lining the chimney ignites. Inhaling smoke from burning wrappings is also a serious issue as the wrapping paper includes multiple toxins and chemicals.  Simply put: don’t burn the gift wrap.
BEFORE A FIRE

· Make sure you have working and ideally - interconnected smoke alarms in every sleeping room and on every level

· Map out two exits from every room in your house – keep these exits clear

· Close doors while you sleep 

· Designate a safe family meeting place where you will go after you evacuate

DURING A FIRE

· Block smoke if you are stuck in a room – close the doors and windows

· Get low and crawl as you evacuate as smoke rises.  Smoke kills more people than flames
· Close doors and windows behind you as you exit – this minimizes oxygen feed to the fire

· Don’t go back in – alert firefighters so we can rescue those trapped

Wishing everyone a safe and happy holiday season!

Yours truly,

Steve Cruise

Fire Chief - PIVFD

